
CASE STUDY 

Resources sector – Media and investor relations 
 
The resources sector is competitive in terms of gaining the attention of the media and 
investment community.  There are many listed resource companies and outside of the 
largest few, the majority are of a small to medium size which all compete to bring their 
stories to a wider audience.  As much as these companies need to invest in resource 
exploration and development, they also need to invest in building their own profile 
which is a major factor in attracting capital and reducing its cost. 
 

 
 
Alkane is a Perth based resource company, with the majority of its areas in New South 
Wales.  For some years it operated the Peak Hill gold mine, taking it from an 
exploration project to completed mine.  It now has several projects in an advanced 
stage of exploration, covering gold, gold copper, zirconia and iron ore. 
 
Challenge 
 
Alkane decided to invest in building a higher profile with the media and investment 
community.  One of the factors influencing this was that despite its Western Australian 
home base, the local media showed little interest in a company with assets in the 
eastern part of the country.  The approach to Westbrook Communications was to 
achieve media coverage that would assist in building a profile and also attract the 
attention of a wider circle of resource analysts and stockbrokers.  Another element of 
the challenge was to achieve these objectives cost effectively. 
 
Strategy 
 
The strategy for Alkane was to establish a basic source document which set out simply 
the Alkane story in an attractive and easy to read format.  This was in a style suitable 
for the media and investment community and in a format that could easily be updated 
and expanded with maps as needed.  The plan also was to rely on the detail of Alkane 
ASX announcements as a basis for news, with them being passed on to the media and 
investment community with encapsulated story summaries. 
 
Implementation 
 
News flow is critical in keeping a story prominent with the media and investment 
community.  However, what is also influential is putting this news in the context of “the 
story so far”, which saves journalists and analysts from backtracking in files to piece 
together the importance of the latest drill results.  Building relationships with journalists 
and analysts has also helped to support a following of the unfolding story. 
 
Results 
 
In comparison with peers, Alkane has a significantly higher profile and a following with 
journalists across the country.  From a cost effective campaign, implemented 
continually with news announcements, Alkane achieves media coverage and a wider 
understanding of its corporate story. 



 

Westbrook Communications is 
Australia’s leading independent 
financial public relations firm. 
 
Our team comprises senior people 
with backgrounds in journalism and 
the investment markets, giving us an 
edge in advice on communication of 
business information. 
 
Our years of experience enable us to 
advise companies on communication 
with the media, investors and the 
investment community. 
 
Crucial to this is guidance on the 
content of what is said and the how 
and when to maximise its value. 
 
With our input your company  
can achieve the positioning and 
recognition it deserves. 
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