w

Westbrook

CASE STUDY

Renewable energy sector - media and investor relations

CBD Energy’s (CBD) history involves two established businesses, in engineering
services and electricity management. To those businesses, CBD’s Gerry McGowan
added energy storage and a link with a German solar energy company, leading to a
change in its business model to being an enabler of renewable energy solutions for
remote communities and new property developments.

CBD’s objective is to position itself as a leading company with innovative technology
and a range of skills that can offer renewable energy solutions at a time when the
world is recognising the urgency of the need to combat climate change.

Challenge

The communications challenge for CBD was to elevate its media and investment
community profile and align it with the growing trend towards using renewable energy.
Our objective was to achieve extensive media coverage, contributing to an
understanding of CBD’s business model and to attract the attention of a wider circle of
analysts and stockbrokers.

Strategy

Our strategy for CBD involved broadening media and investment community contacts
supported by establishing a basic source document which set out simply the CBD
story. The aim was to position CBD as an innovative renewable energy company,
providing solutions that helped to bring about wider use of renewable energy. An
interesting element of the CBD story is its energy storage technology, one of the
missing links in making wind and solar power more effective. Mark Vaile's appointment
as chairman of CBD added another perspective to positioning CBD, connecting his
government and international business credentials with the topicality of the Garnaut
Report and climate change.

Implementation

News flow is critical in keeping a story prominent with the media and investment
community. By developing news flow and using this as a platform for further media
and investment community contact, we gave CBD a competitive positioning and profile
which was exceptional for a smaller company. Building relationships with journalists
and analysts helped to support a following of the unfolding story.

Results

CBD'’s significantly higher profile with the media and investment community is
contributing to its capital raising program.



Westhrook Communications is
Australia’s leading independent
financial public relations firm.

Our team comprises senior people
with backgrounds in journalism and
the investment markets, giving us an
edge in advice on communication of
business information.

Our years of experience enable us to
advise companies on communication
with the media, investors and the
investment community.

Crucial to this is guidance on the
content of what is said and the how
and when to maximise its value.

With our input your company
can achieve the positioning and
recognition it deserves.

Level 1

17 Castlereagh Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Telephone 61 2 9231 0922
Facsimile 61 2 9231 0131
info@westbrookfin.com.au
www.westbrookfin.com.au

()

d green energy

They traded ~nst  enough to cope with fluctuations in
power from a windmill. So only
“~ut 30 per cent of the wind energy
" =nd large amounts go to

CBD taps the power of store

CBD Energy has some
powerful backers —-and a
B¢ riding on a King Island

demonstration project, )‘;,6_ -mects the graphite
writes Stephen Wisenthal. we'?fr - Hslc:‘] :'bi::l

2g Epy -
Solar cells and windmills are great g 040

sources of green power when the
sun is shining and the wind is
blowing.

But they are not enough 1o count
on for energy users too remole 1o
link to a reltable electricity grid.

Now Sydney-based CBD Encrgy
thinks it has a solution.

Exacutive chairman Gerry
MoGowan says CBD expects o
vionfirm within wecks that it has
unlocked the secret of making those
green options a bot more viable as it

prepares to build a $15 million energy  Wind power noeds to be backed up by a diosel gonerator. Prom B
storage demonstration project on
King Island near Tasmania. Tounded low-cost carrier Impulse **Anywhere there is d

The technology uses surplus Alrlines before selling it to Qantas
electricity to heat up blocks of Alrways — claims CBD's tests of
gruphite, then runs & steam turbine heating upa 19 tonne pile of The tests are set g
off that heat to turn a generator when  graphite blocks, using clements few weeks and CBY
solar or wind power isn't flowing. similur to those in an electricstove,  complete the firs

A subsidiary of German solar have gone better than expected, project on King
newer company Solon, which “*It’s holding the heat for a fuirly
acquired 20 per cent of CBD earlier  long period of time,"” he says.
this year, developed the technology ““It"s exceeding what we

generation we will be g
which is a lot of Austy

in Australia. predicted it would do.
WMcGowan — who gained “*The economics are starting to
.. ibational attention in 2000 whenbe stack up ina commercial way.

AUSTRALIAN FINANCIAL REVIEW
Date...7 October 2008

Green junior powers on for cash
e st et

Former Impulse Airlines chief z area,”” Mr McGowar
o B CBD Energy needs capital for joint- A -
Gerry McGowan and one-time venture projects in Australia, CBD's renew~

* ‘oint ventures.
deputy prime minister Mark Vaile ! o ‘cognisc we need strong
s to be able to fight
\6 ‘e veight,” Mr McGowan

arc pushing ahead with plans to M It is seeking to list in Toronto, which m-n..

raise up to $65 million for their S drawing renewable energy firms.
ir Vaile stressed the
't need subsidies, he

fledgling renewable energy com- M Thecompany hopes to benefit froo
e‘ ‘ction of a carbon
“ suld provide CBD

pany, CBD Energy, in North  acarbontrading scheme.
oot ntage as it would
w,“a# arbon credits to

America despite the stricken United
States economy.
a0
d‘% ‘pﬂbw k& the men had
1@“ v ‘\‘y g% ‘ed to secure
eSte
Exchange. the capital
He said

Mr Vaile, who was appointed “It’s ar
managing di ’ - ‘vﬁﬁw‘f‘%ﬁ "BD 4%
regular contach\ % 4 i T i ﬁf ﬂ“.w former

ause of CBD's size — its
capitalisation is only about
lion — the company has

chairman of CBD last month, told and i~
The Australian Financial Review on_ -+
Friday that the deepening finap~*
crisis in the US had not »~_
company's plans to p»

dary listing s n credits as

reprcsem;t.ives o Y
they could raise n
They had been ﬁ& dv‘* he
among investors in d

Westbrook communications



