
CASE STUDY 

Renewable energy sector - media and investor relations 
 
CBD Energy’s (CBD) history involves two established businesses, in engineering 
services and electricity management. To those businesses, CBD’s Gerry McGowan 
added energy storage and a link with a German solar energy company, leading to a 
change in its business model to being an enabler of renewable energy solutions for 
remote communities and new property developments. 

 
 
CBD’s objective is to position itself as a leading company with innovative technology 
and a range of skills that can offer renewable energy solutions at a time when the 
world is recognising the urgency of the need to combat climate change. 
 
Challenge 
 
The communications challenge for CBD was to elevate its media and investment 
community profile and align it with the growing trend towards using renewable energy. 
Our objective was to achieve extensive media coverage, contributing to an 
understanding of CBD’s business model and to attract the attention of a wider circle of 
analysts and stockbrokers.   
 
Strategy 
 
Our strategy for CBD involved broadening media and investment community contacts 
supported by establishing a basic source document which set out simply the CBD 
story. The aim was to position CBD as an innovative renewable energy company, 
providing solutions that helped to bring about wider use of renewable energy.  An 
interesting element of the CBD story is its energy storage technology, one of the 
missing links in making wind and solar power more effective. Mark Vaile’s appointment 
as chairman of CBD added another perspective to positioning CBD, connecting his 
government and international business credentials with the topicality of the Garnaut 
Report and climate change. 
 
Implementation 
 
News flow is critical in keeping a story prominent with the media and investment 
community.  By developing news flow and using this as a platform for further media 
and investment community contact, we gave CBD a competitive positioning and profile 
which was exceptional for a smaller company.  Building relationships with journalists 
and analysts helped to support a following of the unfolding story. 
 
Results 
 
CBD’s significantly higher profile with the media and investment community is 
contributing to its capital raising program.   



 

 

Westbrook Communications is 
Australia’s leading independent 
financial public relations firm. 
 
Our team comprises senior people 
with backgrounds in journalism and 
the investment markets, giving us an 
edge in advice on communication of 
business information. 
 
Our years of experience enable us to 
advise companies on communication 
with the media, investors and the 
investment community. 
 
Crucial to this is guidance on the 
content of what is said and the how 
and when to maximise its value. 
 
With our input your company  
can achieve the positioning and 
recognition it deserves. 
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